DLL Field Preparation Guide
CHECKLIST OF JOBS

e Water the infield dirt
Rake the infield dirt areas near bases, batter's box, and mound
Drag the infield dirt- Start at pitcher’s mound and work your way out
Chalk lines on the field
e Batter's box
e Foul lines
e (oach’s Box
e Insert Bases
Put away equipment

I. WATER THE INFIELD

Prior to dragging, raking, and lining the infield, it is useful to water the ground to make it easier to work with. Every
field will have a hose with nozzle to get the dirt slightly damp. This will lower the amount of dust that is stirred up by
the drag.

II. RAKE THE INFIELD AND MOUND

Using a hand rake, areas around home plate, each base, and the mound need to be raked.

MOUND: When raking the mound, the goal is to repair damage done from previous use, and to get the mound ready
for the game. The following steps should be used to prepare the mound:

1. Even out divots and holes in the landing area using the rake. It will help if the area is lightly watered first.
2. Tamp down loose dirt that has been used to even out the area using the tamping tool.
3. Rake the newly repaired mound, raking away from the grass edge. Avoid raking towards the grass, as this may
result in the development of a lip at the edge of the grass.
PLATE AREA:
The plate area should be prepared in a way similar to the mound.
1. First the area should be lightly watered.
2. Any divots and holes should be filled in and tamped down using the tamping tool.
3. The whole area around the plate should be raked into a stable, even surface.

BASE AREAS:

The area around bases (where players will be sliding into or back to a base) should be roughed up using a hand rake.



III. DRAG THE INFIELD

Each field has a drag tool that is pulled by hand to prepare the infield dirt. Leave the baseball base plugs in and drag
over them. When dragging the field, it is important to keep at least 6 inches away from the edge of the

grass. This will prevent building up a "lip" at the edge of the grass. The development of a lip can be dangerous for
players fielding a ball near the edge of the grass. Proper care of the infield dirt will prevent this. If dirt does end up
getting on to the grass, a stiff broom should be used to brush it back onto the infield.

IV. CHALK LINES- BATTER'S BOX, FOUL LINES, COACH’S BOX

Once the field has been dragged and raked, lines can be drawn on the infield using a chalker. These lines consist of at
least two batter's boxes and two foul lines. The chalking tool consists of a wheeled hopper that can be loaded from the
top with chalk. Prior to beginning, you should check to make sure that there is enough chalk loaded into the hopper.

BATTER’S BOX

It can be marked using the template available at each field. This template lines up with the edge of the plate and makes
an imprint in the dirt that can be used when drawing the batter's box.

FOUL LINES

Each field has a tool for drawing the foul lines, which consists of a string or rope with a nail on one end. The nail can
be hammered into the dirt at the point of home plate. The other end of this string should be lined up with the permanent
foul line cut into the outfield grass. (It helps if you have two people to do this job.) The foul lines begin at the front of
the batter's boxes, but actually extend all the way to the point of home plate. (The foul lines should not line up with the
outside front corners of the batter's boxes). Each foul line should be drawn from the front line of the batter's box along
the line (string) running from the point of home plate across the outside edge of first base, until it connects with the
permanent foul line cut into the outfield grass.

COACH’S BOX

The Coach’s Box is 4’ x 8’ and is 6’ from the baseline. See diagram below of third base coach box. There should be
one at first base as well.
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Important tip: Make sure that you stretch the line taut so that your chalk line will be straight. Also, GO SLOW.

V. INSERT THE BASES

The final step in field preparation is to install the bases. The bases at Lotus- shortest peg is first, next longest peg is
second, and the longest peg is third. Each field/team should have a special "dig-out" tool that can be used to remove
excess dirt from the receiver for each base. The base can then be inserted into the receiver. The bottom of the base
should be flush with the ground when fully inserted. Make sure to place the baseball base plugs back in when you
remove the bases.

VI. Put away equipment



